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The Oklahoma Urban and Community 
Forestry Council and Oklahoma Forestry 
Services will host the 2022 Annual 
Forestry Conference October 20, 2022.  
The event will take place at the Edmond 
Conference Center located at 2833 
Conference Center Dr. in Edmond, 
Oklahoma, adjacent to the Hilton Garden 
Inn Hotel.  

This year’s theme is “Keeping It Cool in 
Oklahoma”.  Guest speakers for the event 
will include Paul Johnson and Skip 
Kincaid.

Paul Johnson is the Senior Director of 
Urban and Community Forestry for the 
Sustainable Forestry Initiative. Paul is an 
International Society of Arboriculture 
(ISA) Board Certified Master Arborist, 
Municipal Specialist, and is Tree Risk 
Assessment, Texas Oak Wilt, and Wildfire 
Risk Reduction Qualified. He is also a 
Society of American Foresters Certified 
Forester. Paul has been recognized as a 
True Professional of Arboriculture by ISA 
and received the Leah MacSwords 
Current Achievement Award for 
Communications from NASF. 

He is Past President of the ISA Board of 
Directors and he graduated from 
Oklahoma State University with a degree 
in Forestry. He has been a state U&CF 
program leader, radio talk show host, 
newspaper columnist, Extension 
horticulturist, University adjunct 
instructor, and plant health care specialist.
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Paul believes that #TreesAreKey to 
healthier, happier, safer communities. 

Skip Kincaid is Executive Director of 
the ISA Southern Chapter. Skip is also 
an ISA Board Certified Master 
Arborist, an ISA Certified Arborist 
Municipal Specialist, an ISA Tree Risk 
Assessment Qualification instructor/
assessor, and a Certified Forester with 
the Society of American Foresters.  He 
has more than 35 years of work 
experience in the profession and 
currently serves as the commissioner 
of forestry for the City of St. Louis, 
Missouri, US, managing a staff of 
more than 200 and an annual budget 
exceeding $10 million. 

Skip has served the Midwest Chapter 
of ISA as program chair for several 
annual conferences. At the 
international level, he served ISA as 
chair of the Certification Test 
Committee and is currently the 
Credentialing Council chair.  Skip also 
spent four years with the Tree Risk 
Assessment Qualification (TRAQ) 
Committee developing the new 
credential and now serves as mentor 
for new instructors.  He has taught 
TRAQ more than 40 times in the US 
and Canada and has travelled to 
Taiwan and New Zealand to introduce 
the concept of certification and the 
new Tree Risk Assessment 
Qualification. 
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Skip is committed to spreading the word 
about the science of arboriculture within 
the ISA structure and is passionate about 
the ISA mission of utilizing research, 
technology, and education to promote 
proper tree care around the world. 

For more information about registering 
for the OK Annual Forestry Conference, 
visit www.OKCFC.org.



With around 180 native tree 
species in the state of 
Oklahoma, it is a tricky task 
to spotlight just one. Each 
species has a specific 
purpose, specific 
microclimate needs, specific 
strengths and weaknesses 
and specific significance in 
the ecosystem. Then there 
are all the non-native species 
that grow in less-than-ideal 
conditions which an urban 
area may sometimes require. 
For this article I have 
decided to spotlight the 
baldcypress. I am choosing 
this species simply because it 
is my personal favorite 
species. Since we’ve got to 
start somewhere, this seems 
like a good choice. 

Baldcypress (Taxodium 
distichum) is native to 
McCurtain County in 
Southeast Oklahoma. 
Typically, they can be found 
on the riverbank, in the 
swamps and sometimes even 
out in the middle of the river 
as is the case for the Lower 
Mountain Fork River in 
Beavers Bend State Park. 
The name comes from the 
curious trait that this conifer 
tree loses its foliage in the 
fall. It goes bald. These trees 
can live up to 3,500 years old 
and can attain heights of 135 
feet tall. The national 
champion baldcypress is at 
the Cat Island National 
Wildlife Refuge in Louisiana.

The current Oklahoma state 
champion baldcypress is at 
the Little River National 
Wildlife Refuge in 
McCurtain County. It has an 
impressive 292-inch 
circumference, stands at 128 
feet tall and has a 77-foot 
average crown spread. It also 
happens to officially be the 
largest tree in the entire state!

Baldcypress have several 
unique traits as well. In wet 
areas they grow “knees” from 
the root system. These knees 
can sometimes grow 50 feet 
away from the parent tree! 
The knees are a scientific 
mystery, and the function of 
the knees is not well 
understood. Some theories 
suggest that the knees allow 
the roots to reach above the 
surface of the water for 
oxygen. Since they don’t 
seem to grow knees unless 
they are in wet areas, that 
seems to be the prevailing 
theory. We do know that 
waterfowl will nest among 
the knees, fish will shelter in 
the knees and the knees slow 
water velocity allowing the 
water to drop sediment, 
helping to control erosion.  
Additionally, since the roots 
are tolerant of an anaerobic 
environment, they can 
tolerate compact clay soils 
and can even be seen 
growing in concrete among 
sidewalks and parking lots! 

They can tolerate heat and 
drought once fully 
established making them 
perfect selections for many 
harsh, urban environments.

The largest tree ever 
measured in the state was a 
baldcypress owned by Dr. L. 
Stiles of Broken Bow. 
Pictured with an unknown 
model, the tree was a 
staggering 32.5 feet in 
circumference, 118 feet tall, 
and had a 97-foot crown 
spread. The tree was last 
measured by a forester in 
1980. Unfortunately, it was 
struck by lightning and 
finally fell in the 90’s. The 
tree was estimated at 
around 2000 years old.

So, whether you’re seeking a 
species for your planting or 
simply want to admire a 
truly unique species, we 
recommend looking into 
the baldcypress to see if it is 
the correct species for your 
objectives.

 Tree Spotlight:  Baldcypress
By: Riley Coy, Champion Tree Coordinator, OK Forestry Services 
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The Arboretum at Woodward Park
By: Mike Perkins

Where can you go to see several State Champion Trees?  The Arboretum at Woodward Park.  Here, you’ll find the State Champion Blue Ash, English 
Oak, Japanese Pagoda, Yellow-berried Holly & the magnificent Dawn Redwood. 

So, on a beautiful Spring morning, a hot summer afternoon or a fall day with a slight chill in the air, the Arboretum is a great place to stroll, rest in the 
shade of a tree or gaze at vibrant fall foliage. Arboretum’s can be a great place to educate yourself on what trees or woody ornamentals do best in your 
area.

Six Tips to Prepare Your Trees for Winter 
By: Chris Fields-Johnson, PhD., Technical Advisor, Davey Institute

As late summer meanders into autumn, it is time to begin preparing your trees for winter to get them through in good shape for spring. Special attention 
is needed for both the aboveground tree components and the underground roots and soil, and this time of year presents the best opportunity to work on 
both. Trees go dormant as the days cool and shorten. Dormancy allows more work to be performed with less stress and less risk of pest and disease 
pressure. Leaf fall presents an opportunity to recycle this free organic matter into the soil and to better study the structure of each tree for making pruning 
decisions. Here are some of the key tasks which can be performed as soon as your trees go dormant.

First, you can arrange the natural leaf fall into a bed under the drip zone of each tree. As this litter decomposes over the following years, it will release 
nutrients, feed soil microbial life, and help soil to build better structure and resilience against compaction. Once leaf fall has concluded, wood mulch can 
be added on top of it to cover it and hold it in place where it is important to maintain a manicured look.

Second, where soil compaction has become a problem, you can perform decompaction procedures such as core aerification, hydraulic fracturing, vertical 
mulching, and air tillage to loosen soil around roots. These procedures can be too stressful to trees during the growing season and impossible when soil is 
too dry, is frozen or when there is snowpack, so autumn provides an ideal work window. For the same reasons of minimizing stress, this is also the best 
time to perform root pruning for trees in construction projects, tree planting, and tree moving.

Third, in the case of deciduous trees, leaf fall will reveal much about the structure of a tree which is obscured during the leaf-on season. Take the 
opportunity before ice and snow move-in to reduce overextended branches and remove weakly attached branches to reduce the chances of having broken 
branches in winter storms. While pruning, this is also a good time to install and inspect lightning protection systems. Cabling and bracing, however, is 
typically installed during the growing season when the weight of green leaves on limbs can be considered when setting the tension on support systems. 
Thinning groups of trees so they maintain about 50% live crown ratio is a good way to balance having trees with good stem taper to resist stem breakage 
while not allowing their limbs to become overextended to resist limb breakage. Pruning at this time as opposed to during the growing season will also 
reduce the likelihood of spreading disease through pruning wounds.

Fourth, if the late summer and early fall have been droughty, fall is a good time to irrigate to bring soils in the root zone up to field capacity one more time 
before the soil freezes or gets covered in snow, making irrigation impossible. This will reduce the chances for winter burn due to a soil water deficit and 
promote root growth while the soil is still relatively warm. Roots need to be hydrated to expand and they can grow much more easily through moist soil 
than through dry soil.

Sixth, where wildfire is a concern, fall is an ideal time to collect excessive fuels to prevent the likelihood of a severe, damaging fire. Where excess materials 
cannot be chipped into mulch or gathered for firewood, they can be gathered into small piles which can be burned when there is snowpack on the ground 
and there is no risk of fire escaping. Consider both fuels on the ground, standing fuels in the form of overstocked trees, and ladder fuels in the form of low, 
dead limbs on trees, particularly conifers. Once fuels are reduced in these ways, conducting prescribed fires during safe weather windows becomes more 
feasible. By acting strategically, homes, communities, and the trees themselves at the wildland-urban interface can be protected from uncontrollable 
wildfires. 

These six key tasks can be completed throughout the fall and winter to get trees through the winter with the least chance of damage and to set trees up for 
a successful growing season in the following year. As the late summer days shorten and begin to cool, start planning your autumn and winter tree work 
with your local arborist. With thoughtfully planned work, you will watch your trees thrive over the coming years. 
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continued.....

The Woodward Park Arboretum was established in 1964 by the Tulsa Garden Center at 
Woodward Park.  Taking literally a dumping ground on the property & turning into the 
Urban Forest oasis it is today.  Now that being said, you just can’t plant & walk away 
over 50-60 years later & watch the trees mature.  Proper care & maintenance are at the 
core to keeping a place like this healthy & attractive.

Back in 1993 the arboretum started going through a makeover & now it’s time to do it 
again.  From the original 161 trees & shrubs that were planted, only 75 exist today.  
Marking over a 50% loss of species. The Tulsa Garden Center at Woodward Park is now 
poised to revamp the arboretum one more time.  The goal is to get the species count to 
100 & to get a maintenance endowment established to have for future care of the trees.

This will “take a village” to accomplish and that is exactly what is happening.  The 
Cherokee & Creek Nations are helping with this project as well as several of Tulsa’s 
philanthropic groups.  Also on an individual basis, citizens can donate money to 
purchase a specific tree to be planted in the arboretum. 

The original 161 tree count was more than aggressive, sometimes less can be better.  So, 
to shoot for 100 species will take some thinking of what can fit without overcrowding. 
This is where the education component will come in. You might think of trees as large 
mature specimens supplying lots of shade. But to get to that 100 count, the use of 
columnar trees, weeping forms & dwarf tree varieties will be used. This way each tree/
woody ornamental will be given the space it needs to mature without being overcrowded 
later.

For more information or if you’d like to donate & help with this endeavor you can email 
info@tulsagardencenter.org  

  

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Annual Forestry Conference

October 20, 2022

Edmond Conference Center

Edmond, OK

TRAQ Course 

October 21-22, 2022

Will Rogers Garden

Oklahoma City, OK

Urban Grants Available from 
Oklahoma Forestry Services

Urban and Community Forestry Grants will be available to Oklahoma communities 
again this year. 
 
The federal grants, which are administered by the Oklahoma Forestry Services, are 
intended primarily to help communities and non-profits develop local forestry plans, 
broaden urban forestry programs and provide training opportunities. 
 
Contact Oklahoma Forestry Services at 2800 N. Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 
73105, or call (405) 522-6150 to obtain a grant application. A grant application form can 
also be downloaded from the Forestry Services website located at www.ag.ok.gov/
ucfgrants.  
 
The Urban and Community Forestry Grants are available to non-profit organizations, 
local government agencies, educational institutions and civic or neighborhood 
associations. They range from $1,000 to $10,000. Recipients are required to provide 
matching funds in cash, donations or in-kind contributions and services. 
 
Applications for Urban and Community Forestry Grants must be submitted by 5 
p.m. November 18, 2022 to the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food and 
Forestry in Oklahoma City. 
 
“Research and studies have proven time and time again that trees help improve 
everything from personal health and quality of living issues, to boosting economic 
growth opportunities for private homes and local business and business districts. They 
help solve tough environmental problems commonly found in communities. The 
bottom line is healthy trees translate into healthy communities and healthy lives," said 
Mark Bays, Oklahoma Urban Forestry Coordinator. 
 
"It's vital that rural communities and metropolitan areas take a progressive approach to 
caring for their trees. If we don't plan for the future, we stand to lose these valuable 
assets in our home towns," Bays said. 
 
Successful grant recipients should be notified before January 1, 2023 and will have one 
year to complete their projects once started. 




