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Up With Trees is looking 
forward to harnessing the enthusiasm 
and expertise of all the partners who 
have expressed their willingness to 
continue toward the goals set out in 
the master plan. If you would like 
more information on the plan or would 
like to or would like to get involved, 
please visit www.upwithtrees.org or call 
918-610-8733.

December 2, 2021 marked the five year 
anniversary of the launch of the Tulsa 
Urban Forest Master Plan. This plan is a 
twenty-year targeted approach to ensure 
that Tulsa has a safe, connected, and 
resilient urban forest for decades to come. 
To celebrate this anniversary and to kick 
off the next five-year phase of the plan, 
Up With Trees hosted the Trees and 
Human Health Symposium. 

The sixty-five attendees represented 
many different types of stakeholders – 
city leaders, green space advocates, 
planning department officials, concerned 
citizens, state officials, department 
leaders, and more. 

Steve Grantham, Executive Director of 
Up With Trees, thanked the attendees for 
what they had helped accomplish in the 
previous five years using the master plan. 
These projects included a revision of 
commercial ordinances emphasizing tree 
planting and maintenance; major 
planting and education initiatives with 
Tulsa Public Schools; a major highway 
cleanup and planting effort with the City 
of Tulsa Engineering Department; 
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 a sustainable planting and 
maintenance program within the 
downtown Tulsa corridor, and more.  

Dr. Paul Reis, former President of 
International Society of 
Arboriculture and head of the Urban 
Forestry program at Oregon State 
University, then challenged the 
group to reframe how they see trees 
– that trees are not only good for a
city, but they are also essential for
healthy, sustainable communities.
His call to action to the group was to
commit to how they were going to
work together to continue the
momentum created by the master
plan process.

Dr. Kathy Wolf, Research Social 
Scientist from the University of 
Washington, followed up with her 
presentation showing how cities and 
leaders have used the reframing of 
trees as essential, coupled with data-
driven approaches, to change policy 
and deliverables within their 
communities. She stressed the 
environmental, economic, and social 
benefits that trees provide; and how 
they help make individuals, and 
ultimately communities, healthier 
and more vibrant.  In conclusion of 
the symposium, the attendees 
discussed best practices and future 
collaborations in small groups 
facilitated by Drs. Wolf and Reis. 
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At the March 8, 2021 
meeting of the Edmond City 
Council, the Council 
unanimously passed the 
community’s first 
ordinances for tree 
preservation in new 
residential developments. 
These ordinances will shape 
how future residential 
developments are carried out 
when it comes to removal 
and planting of trees on 
undeveloped land. 

The major change requires 
that when a neighborhood is 
designed, at least 20% of the 
area will be set aside for tree 
preservation and open space. 
If there are no trees to be 
preserved, the planting of 
trees will be required.  The 
area that is set aside will 
become common area for

 all future property owners 
within the neighborhood.

A companion ordinance was 
developed to allow tree 
removals once a plan that 
complies with the design 
standards has been approved. 
Prior to that, the removal of 
trees from some undeveloped 
areas will be prohibited. 
These changes do not impact 
Edmond residents within 
existing subdivisions or on 
lots less than five acres.

“I’m impressed with the big 
picture sense of community 
of the stakeholders,” said 
Director of Community  
Image Ryan Ochsner.  
“Throughout the three-plus 
year process there was 
respect, understanding, and 
sometimes compromise

 from all involved. The result 
is a set of standards that is 
right for Edmond and will 
touch the daily lives of many 
residents as they have the 
opportunity to live next to 
part of the historic Cross 
Timbers forest.”

This topic was identified 
several years ago by the City 
Council and their desire to 
support optimal amounts of 
tree canopy. The Urban 
Forestry Commission and 
City of Edmond Community 
Image staff began working on 
the ordinances in 2017 with a 
multitude of community 
stakeholders that included 
residents, local developers, 
designers and elected 
officials. Before the City 
Council vote, the fully

vetted ordinances received a 
positive recommendation 
from the Parks & Recreation 
Advisory Board, Urban 
Forestry Commission, 
Development Impact Review 
Committee and the Edmond 
Planning Commission. The 
new ordinances were 
implemented on April 8, 
2021.

 WELCOME 
FROM OUR CHAIRMAN, RILEY COY

I am honored and humbled to be elected as the new Chair of the Oklahoma Community Forestry 
Council.  My position has allowed me to meet and work with communities and tree professionals 
from around the state. I have learned much about how different communities structure their tree 
canopy programs and the differences in canopy objectives from community to community.  

I am excited for the opportunity to share what I have learned and to learn more about how we, as a 
Council, can help communities achieve their goals and objectives. Trees are so much more than just 
a shady spot on a hot street! Thank you all for this opportunity to serve. 

Sincerely,
Riley Coy
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Fire can be good medicine for a forest, even one that is on the 
outskirts of a city.

Controlled burns on are tap for Turkey Mountain Urban Wilderness 
Area in coming weeks, thanks to a U.S. Forest Service grant to target 
invasive species. The goal is to improve forest health and create an 
example for landowners.

Fires should cut back invasive species and thin the ground cover so 
desired native shrubs and forbs can grow. Fires now also lessen the 
chance for wildfires later and create a healthier stand of timber 
overall.

Privet is the greatest problem, said Marci Hawkins, education and 
conservation director for the Tulsa Urban Wilderness Coalition.

The often dense shrub that grows as high as 12 feet tall is a problem 
on properties across the state. Transplanted in North America as a 
garden ornamental, the Chinese native spreads out of control in 
short order. It sends root-like “runners” near the ground surface, and 
birds spread the seeds by eating the berries.

Volunteers wielding loppers, handsaws, chainsaws, and their gloved 
hands have cut and yanked privet of all sizes since August. Fire will 
burn those cuttings and should reduce the amount of privet that 
returns, Hawkins said.

Controlled burns for forest management are a first for the area, 
which saw wildfires a few years ago, she said.

Burning one piece at a time

Roughly 400 to 450 acres of the 600-acre park 
managed by the Tulsa River Parks Authority could see 
regular prescribed burns. However, plots of only 5 to 
10 acres are set for burns in coming weeks, said Parks 
Authority planner Ryan Howell.

“We have a lot of improvements underway and I just 
know this is going to be very exciting and make a big 
difference,” she said.

“We plan on burning as much as we can over time but 
for this first time we just want to see how it goes,” he 
said.

Public notice of burn times should come out 72 to 48 
hours in advance, weather permitting, he said.

No small effort, the burn will involve the Tulsa Police 
Department to keep people off trails. Tulsa Fire 
Department will be on standby, and Oklahoma 
Forestry Services personnel will carry out the burn. 
The weather has to meet several conditions for both an 
appropriate burn and to meet standards for smoke 
control set by the Tulsa Health Department, Howell 
said.

Tulsa River Parks takes aim at privet   By: Kelly Bostian
Turkey Mountain project improves habitat, provides a 
demonstration area for view 

Pete Sandretto, with the Tulsa Urban Wilderness Coalition, pulls 
down a shrub he cut with a chainsaw in early November. (Kelly J 
Bostian/KJBOutdoors photo))

Dieter Rudolph, Oklahoma Forestry Services forest health 
specialist, uses loppers to cut privet at Turkey Mountain Urban 
Wildernest Area early in November. (Kelly J Bostian/KJBOutdoors 
photo)
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“We’ll be shutting down the whole mountain,” he said.

Mountain regulars will see immediate changes because the first areas slated for 
burning are just north of the lower parking lot, said Dieter Rudolph, a forest health 
specialist with Oklahoma Forestry Services.

“That is a high visibility area and we really want people to see this as a 
demonstration area,” he said.

Privet a challenging adversary
The invasive shrub is a challenge to burn, he said. That’s why so much has been cut, 
pulled, and some hit with herbicide in advance, he said.

“Privet makes burning hard because the way it works is it stops everything from 
growing, so there’s not a lot of fuel under it. And it creates such a closed 
environment it holds a lot of moisture,” he said.  “A lot of the fuel will come from 
what has been cut.”

The fire should kill some mature trees and take out thick stands of saplings—
especially winged elm, he said.

“Some of the larger trees will die and that’s a good thing because the forest is 
overstocked right now,” he said. “There are too many trees in the area all competing 
for the water, nutrients, and the sunlight.”

Fire is a natural selector that will kill out the weakest trees, he said.

“We use that to our advantage,” he said. “We might look at two trees that look the 
same to us from the outside, but the fire will most likely kill the tree that is less 
healthy.”

Watch for updates on the projects at the Tulsa River Parks Authority website or the 
Turkey Mountain Urban Wilderness Facebook page.

Kelly Bostian is an independent journalist writing for The Conservation Coalition 
of Oklahoma Foundation, a 501c3 non-profit dedicated to education and outreach 
on conservation issues facing Oklahomans.   
Learn more at www.oklahomaconservation.org.

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Statewide Arbor Day 

Celebration 

March 10, 2022

10:00 - 2:00

State Arbor Week 

March 20th-26th

Chinese privet is easily identified early in winter with its opposing evergreen leaves and 
dark purple to black-colored berries through the winter. (Kelly J Bostian/KJBOutdoors 
photo)




