NEWSLETTER
THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER FOR
OKLAHOMA COMMUNITY FORESTRY COUNCIL

SPRING 2021

A Look on the Bright Side By: Mike Perkins
While COVID-19 is still upon us,
let’s reflect on the importance of
urban trees. When the last of
March and April hit, most of us
were “locked down” at home. Yes,
we could take a walk, ride our
bikes, or just relax in our own
yards; but if these available areas
we explored did not have trees,
getting outside would not have
been as enjoyable.
Under the canopies of trees, it is
at least ten degrees cooler, which
made those walks and relaxing in
our yards a much cooler event. I
enjoyed sitting in my backyard
listening to the different bird calls
as well. Identifying a bird that
goes with a particular call was a
very rewarding experience for me.
With people not moving around as

much, our air quality during
the quarantine was much
better as well. A mature
shade tree can remove pollution out of the air and slow
down storm water runoff.
The reduction in automobiles moving around helped
the trees out by not having as
much particulate matter
floating in the air. I like to
think that the trees enjoyed
the reprieve of cleansing
these pollutants out of our
air even though they are glad
to do it for us.
So, no matter what is going
on around us and affecting
our communities, look upward into the trees and be
astonished at them. They’re
our sentinels, our air
scrubbers, our outdoor A/C
units, and the home to our
wide variety of urban wildlife.
Who could ask for anything
more?

"The care of the Earth is our most ancient and
most worthy, and after all, our most pleasing
responsibility."
― Wendell Berry
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What a year it has been! When we gathered to
celebrate Arbor Week one year ago, the future held a
lot of uncertainty. While this past year has presented
challenges, communities have also shown
adaptability and creativity as they continued to serve
their customers and manage tree resources. During this time of social
distancing, the respite and enjoyment that comes from engaging with nature
has become increasingly evident—in short, our communities need trees now
more than ever. I hope that this newsletter provides some encouragement and
inspiration as you continue to charge ahead with your community forestry
programs this year.

OKC Zoo & Botanical Garden By: Chris Martin

When Christopher Hoffman took the reins as
the new Director of the
Botanical Garden at the
Oklahoma Zoo and Botanical Garden in late
January, one of the first
tasks was to identify
and build a sustainable
browse and silage program. The current program, which began in
2018, had shown positive impacts with the
improvement of animal
behavior and health.
Unfortunately, these
efforts were negatively
impacting the OKC’s
Zoo’s tree canopy
through vegetation or
canopy removal.

Hoffman met with
OG&E’s Environmental
Affairs team to discuss
the OKC Zoo’s unique
problem and
possible partnership
through OG&E’s
Vegetation Management team. On April 22,
2020, employees from
OG&E’s Vegetation
Management team, in
cooperation with Wright
Tree Service made the
first
delivery of browse material to the OKC Zoo.

The browse program
helps supplement the
care and feeding of
several of the OKC Zoo’s
animal populations,
including elephants,

hoofstock, bears and
primates. The brush,
consisting of materials
collected during the
team’s normal
vegetation management
activities, helps feed the
animals and plays an
important role in the
animals’ care.
The first delivery of
approximately 15,000
pounds, consisted primarily of Mulberry,
Hackberry and Elm.
Typically, the OKC Zoo
receives deliveries twice
a week via a grapple
truck that carries
approximately 15,000
pounds per load. The
new program is a
mutually beneficial

partnership and it is
continuing to evolve.
Since the first delivery,
OG&E has started
delivering browse for
the OKC Zoo’s silage
program which utilizes
the same materials and
an army of enthusiastic
volunteers to pack
barrels.
As of Aug. 25, 2020 the
program has resulted in
27 loads of browse with
50 silage barrels filled
and 3 furniture log
deliveries. OG&E looks
forward to this continued and evolving partnership which benefits
both organizations and
the communities they
serve.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Leigh Martin
Mark Bays
Mike Perkins
Eric Rebek

Heather McCarthy
Randy McFarlin
Joe Howell
Chris Martin
Melody Johnson

Bob Birchell
Riley Coy
Damon McKissick
Steve Grantham

Things Heat Up at
Tinker
Air Force Base
By: Riley Coy
Quality urban prairies and woodlands cannot
be created or maintained without prescribed
burning. Burning creates healthy, sustainable,
functioning
landscapes. It promotes regulatory compliance
by reducing invasive and other harmful weeds,
rejuvenating native plant community vigor, rehabilitating degraded fish and wildlife habitats,
and improving
water quality through erosion control and better
pollutant filtration. Other benefits include improved natural aesthetics and reduced hazardous vegetative fuel loads which lower catastrophic wildfire potential.
Tinker AFB began prescribed burning in 2000
with a 10 acre burn on a native prairie. Since
then, prescribed burns have been conducted in
2003, 2010, 2019, and 2020, burning 10, 18,
130, and 200 acres, respectively. Tinker has
about 1,850 acres that could potentially be
burned to meet various land management objectives, but routine burning is expected to be
rotated through about 500 acres on an annual
to triennial basis.

Though “routine burning” may sound
simplistic, it is anything but. There are
many obstacles and challenges that
must be
overcome. The natural resources team
at Tinker AFB has been relentless over
the years in pursuing their land management objectives while learning how to
plan around some of these challenges.
Having conquered the associated challenges, prairie health on Tinker has improved significantly. Managing a natural
ecosystem within an urban environment
comes with many challenges. Though
daunting at first, with dedication, creativity and perseverance, we can overcome
these obstacles to conserve and preserve our natural areas. We can fight to
correct past mistakes in land management and ensure our children have the
benefits of a healthy ecosystem to enjoy
and continue to preserve.

Seasonal Management of
Bagworms By: Eric Rebek
Bagworms are among many landscape pests that are abundant
some seasons but not others. 2020 proved to be a “boom year”
for bagworms in Oklahoma. To get ready for next season, I present information on the biology and life history of these caterpillar pests and focus on management in late summer when fully
grown larvae cause heavy feeding injury to host trees. Bagworms
are found in most states east of the Rocky Mountains. This pest is
most common from Pennsylvania to Nebraska and south to Florida and Texas. It is commonly encountered throughout
Oklahoma.
In Oklahoma, the most common hosts are eastern red cedar,
other junipers, and arborvitae. Bagworms will also feed on true
cedars, pine, spruce, bald cypress, maple, boxelder, sycamore,
willow, black locust, oaks, and roses. Their host range includes
about 130 different plant species in various parts of the United
States. Bagworm larvae damage their hosts by feeding on the
foliage (Fig. 2). Dense infestations can completely defoliate small
plants and heavy defoliation can kill hosts such as red cedar and
other junipers.
Regardless of which season bagworms are encountered, infestations can be reduced by removing bags by hand. The removed
bags should be destroyed immediately, even in the winter because eggs overwintering within each bag remain viable. When
larvae become active in spring, bagworms can still be removed
by hand if the numbers are small and the infested tree isn’t too
tall. There are several naturally occurring parasitic and predatory
wasps that attack bagworms. Certain fungal pathogens may play
an important role in natural control of bagworms as well. The activity of these natural enemies apparently explains the fluctuation
in bagworm populations observed from year to year. Chemical
controls are most effective if applied early when larvae are small.
In Oklahoma, it is normally a good practice to make insecticide
applications by early June.
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